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ABSTRACT 
For the very fact that the home being the perfect expression of 
the self, home became the most profound initiation of human 
existence. Heme is the perfect place where man's physical 
and psychic being is nurtured in its tangible formation. Being 
receptive to the social behavior man seeks a counter action 
for the communal domain. Hence unfolds a point of departure 
for the cultural meaning as a whole. Belonging to a particular 
culture demands different psychological aspirations. 
Architecture in this context has a bearing on the cultural 
meaning dictates a profound discipline to convey this 
meaning with the house itself, as house mirrors the self and 
subsequently man' psychic and physical needs are the 
consequences of the culture. Hence the contemporary 
performance of the cultural meaning provides a greater 
flexibility with the concept of globalization. 
As Glenn Murcutt delineates, 
•'Culturally, the world is getting closer, and this may 
eventually determine what makes architecture change. But for 
now cultures are still quite different". 
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I N T R O D U C T I O N 
I N T R O D U C T I O N 
I. Study premise. 
Home can be considered as the place that provides evidence of personal behavior 
pattern and his belonging environment, through architecture. In the other hand the 
home becomes the corner of the world of human existence. That means the home is 
the deepest place for each and every one, in any society. This particular deepest place 
has been derived from the environment which he belongs to. Therefore the home is an 
important corner of the continuing society -this is the deepest place in society. Then 
each home or deepest place is arranged according to the basic social values and to the 
personal desires or identity of each family. In other words, the human makes his 
identity, reinterpreting the socio cultural identity, through his home. Therefore the 
home contains both the personal identity as well as identity of a particular social 
structure, or in different words - a culture. 
Each and every person has his own individual pattern which affects his thoughts and 
behavior. That pattern varies from person to person. If the space or place caters to his 
pattern or rhythm he would get attach to that place. Home is a spiritually healing place 
for man. 
A place is experienced through one's own attitudes, experiences and intentions. The 
whole world can be explained as a bundle of private places for individuals. What is 
important is, these particular private places are experienced as both individual and as 
communal context. In this manner we all become individuals as well as members of 
the same society. That is why home can be identified as a symbol of self in communal 
context. There fore home can be identified as a symbol of the individual in the 
communal context. 
When considering the development, the home concept in primitive stage of man, he 
searched for security from environmental issues like whether, beasts etc. 
He felt insecure when exposed to the uncontrolled natural environment. This is 
something which can be identified in preliminary stages of animal. 
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Even animal have a sense or feeling about comfort in the mother's womb. The 
mother's womb provides sense of security and enclosure. That feeling makes a baby 
comfortable and secure. But at the birth, the baby looses that feeling when it gets 
exposed to the world. These feelings of insecurity and discomfort are common to all 
human beings. Even, grownup man will have particular such feelings in his 
unconscious memory. So he always tries to preserve his surrounding according to that 
feelings receives from unconscious memory -instinct. Primitive man's home was 
based on this concept. 
Unity was the best weapon and force they had, to overcome these natural hazards and 
threats. This ultimately created a Society. That unity created some patterns known as 
''culture'* (identity). That means people made rules and regulations to strengthen the 
unity between them to face those issues better. In this way the culture made a strong 
bond among the people in the society for the survival of each other. Various groups of 
men had various different forces to handle all around the world. According to the way 
they react to those issues, different culture and civilizations emerged. After 
civilization, "security" was reinterpreted with in the group as "privacy" and a sense of 
belonging. Hence, civilized man wanted a home as a place to retain his privacy and 
get a sense of belonging, or maintain his own pattern, rhythm or identity by making a 
personal territory. 
Culture has a great impact on human since each and every person belongs to a 
particular culture, and his thoughts, attitudes and behavior pattern are mainly 
cultivated through culture. Therefore, every person is a representative of his culture 
and home is the physical evidence which reflects humans self as well as his culture. 
Family is the basic unit of any society. A home is the place which provides 
accommodation to a particular family. It consists of both individual and communal 
spaces within one unit for a particular family. Articulation of the spaces of a house 
expresses the activity pattern and interaction among family members and out side 
world. The articulation of these spaces have rhythmic similarities to a particular 
culture they come from. This may vary from culture to culture. So the home has a 
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basic generic form derived from particular culture.Every person makes it his own by 
personalizing it, but having the generic quality which derives from his culture will 
remain as the basic most concept. 
As mentioned earlier home is a place which can be experience both at individual and 
communal levels. That means, it is physical evidence which reflects a living pattern 
and a rhythm within the house as well as the community. This pattern or rhythm is 
created through a base of one's own culture. There is some elements which can be 
identified as a special social integrity in Asian context and Sri Lankan context. 
II. Observations. 
Early Sri Lankan society evolved through a long period of time. As a result of rapid 
urbanization, the social structure has undergone major changes in a short period of 
time People had to migrate closer to urban centers in search of job opportunities. Due 
to this they had to start living in urban contexts. But the thing is neighbors are not 
familiar to each other since they come from different places and they belong to 
various groups, and therefore their own community is not in their neighbor hood any 
more. They have different friends not in the neighborhood but they get together at 
various functions. This is completely different from the early Sri Lankan context since 
in the past they had very strong bonds within the neighborhood. 
Earlier they all belong to a similar group and they were interdependent on each other, 
and shared their facilities. But in an urban context neighbors belong to various groups, 
so they don't want to expose themselves to others and introverted. But the bond 
among the family members have become stronger, as a reflection of focused family 
interaction to gain the essences of the Sri Lankan culture. 
There was a generic form for the house in early Sri Lankan context. It reflected what 
the relationship among family members and outsiders in that social context was, and it 
was the same in physical form. Their personal taste was not affected by it and there 
were no problems with land either. 
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Every house which belonged to one group or village was same in spatial form. But 
now the urban situation is more complex and dynamic than before. Therefore the 
urban man has exposed himself to the world, and has knowledge about his 
surroundings in the world. His taste and aspirations have developed and gone to the 
extremes today. It paves towards the individuality. But the particular family 
interaction still remains in their life pattern even though they have lost the interaction 
with the outsiders. 
Situation is becoming more and more critical, because urban social structure has faced 
huge changes in a short period of time. According to these social changes urban house 
form also should be changed. People try to follow foreign theories and apply without 
analyzing into a Sri Lankan situation. It causes to architectural pollution in the urban 
context. Because there is a trend to embrace popular architectural forms and it leads to 
'home 'lessness in urban living since people try to imitate foreign styles even though 
their behavior pattern still remains Sri Lankan. Therefore there is a confliction 
between personal activity patterns and these alien house forms lead to frustration and 
it will affect the society dangerously. 
Reasons for this seen as: 
• The lack of knowledge of the "essence" of Sri Lankan culture. 
• They don't see the issues related to urban conditions and they imitate 
traditional house forms and elements as Sri Lankan culture without 
having any meaning. 
• One may try to arrange the home according to their personal desire 
keeping personal identity without considering about the rest of the 
family and its identity. 
• People try to imitate foreign house forms for only considering 
individual taste due to their memories and prior experiences. 
Third and forth reasons are the most critical issues leading to bad designing of 
'homes', hence loosing the sense of belonging resulting in frustration. 
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III. Intention of the study. 
This research is aimed at finding the underlying concept of the urban home and 
which is derived from the Sri Lankan culture and how it is manifested through 
Architecture. 
Architecture should be tor human comfort. Home is the most comfortable place for 
any person. Therefore an architect should design the home to fit with the person's 
natural pattern. Architect must understand what the underneath concepts of home is. 
And identify the personality of the client and the family he is designing for and his 
cultural values. 
Because of the social evolution the Sri Lankan society changed gradually and the 
form of the home that was derived from the social structure also changed gradually. 
But the drastic change or revolution of the development paves the way to change the 
physical organization of the house form. When an architect is going to practice in Sri 
Lankan context he would want to know about this underlying generic pattern for the 
contemporary urban context. Personalizing this ideal concept or generic pattern, he 
can design suitable homes for people and make them comfortable. Therefore a 
particular generic pattern will be the base for personalizing the home and giving 
personal [family] identity by re interpreting the cultural identity. 
IV. Scope and limitation 
There are so many aspects which have to be discussed regarding the home. And there 
are many issues to look into when discussing the Sri Lankan situation and its urban 
context as well. 
The climatic condition was one of the main factor which effects to the Sri Lankan 
house. Another major issue is scarcity of urban space. It is very important to consider 
how to make a livable space in tight urban context using architectural strategies. But 
they all can be considered as secondary factors comparing cultural factors. Because to 
consider those issues there should be a particular basic form. Particular basic form 
mainly derives from social issues based on the cultural factors. 
Considering the home in Sri Lankan context it has long history. The social context in 
other words Sri Lankan culture has directly effected to the home. Considering the Sri 
Lankan culture there are so many aspects have to be discussed such as ethnic groups 
and their and each cultural values which based on the religions. But there is some 
thing to common cultural factor which common as 'Sri Lankan' 
The main aspect which effect to the social structure is social interaction. The 
interaction within the society, within the family and balance each other is the main 
aspect for the evolution of the form of the home. 
This study mainly focuses to study about what is the social condition [context ] and 
what type of interaction exist in the contemporary Sri Lankan urban context In here 
mainly consider about interaction within the family and how would be the generic 
pattern, what should be the generic house form in urban context. Then study how far 
deviated from generic pattern due to personal identity. 
Here mainly considered the urban social context rather than physical context in 
selecting residences for case studies. Therefore the houses may not be located in 
highly congested areas but considering the social context they are urban. As well as 
here specially discuss about the socio cultural issues. 
V. Method of study. 
In this study the first attempt, to identity what is home as a place. It is very important 
to clarify the space. Human relationship and physical attributes of space which 
directly effects to the place making. The study of conceptional factors, which is major 
determining factors of the home is discussed subsequently, with psychological and 
socio cultural factors as well. Then it explains the cultural factor which is the major 
determination factor, affects the psychological and social factors. 
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Then second place is mainly discussed about the above mentioned cultural factor, 
which explains the culture, human and cultural relationships, and how effect to the 
architecture and home. Then the discussion is about the cultural evolution and its 
importance. Then focused on to the Sri Lankan context and its cultural based society 
as well as the traditional home. Form and its evolution, according to the cultural 
evolutions. And giving a conclusion for that particular evolution. Before the end of 
the 2 n d phase, it discusses the contemporary urban situation as a socio cultural issue in 
Sri Lankan context. Then explains the social context and means existence in 
contemporary Sri Lankan urban context and identifies the issues which effects in 
urban Sri Lankan home, as the entrance to the research gap. 
In the third phase it is analysis, and makes statements according to the theories what 
was discussed first and second to phase. It discusses the identification of the cultural 
factor which effect on the Sri Lankans urban home. Then come to the common 
architectural concept for Sri Lankan urban home and discuss in details how it should 
be achieve solving arban issues. Next discussion is on the case studies, as to prove the 
above mentioned factors by selecting 4 houses. 
• The primary needs of selections are it should be in an urban 
context rather than a physical context where the user belongs to 
that social context. 
• Design by architect's who has different view points. 
• Even though the resident's of these houses belong to one social 
group and their professional field differs from each other. 
• As an architect perspective, when he designs for his own 
requirements, where the architect will be the both client and the 
architect. 
• A bachelor's feeling of 'home' and how responds to the Sri 
Lankan culture. 
At first discuss each hose in 
The fourth Phase is the conclusion. It contains conclusion of what observed from case 
studies and what is the basic characteristics of spatial relationship .To come to that 
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point make a conclusion for each house and get its own pattern [spatial relationship] 
which is having its identity. Then find out what are the common characteristics having 
Sri Lankan cultural essence or identity. 
Then come to the final conclusion making a generic pattern of Sri Lankan urban 
house and discuss existence of it, in changing and dynamic urban context in the 
future. 
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